
WHAT ARE THE 
GOVERNANCE BLINDSPOTS 
OF THE INTERNET OF 

DRONES?

CONTEXT
The future of the Internet of Drones (IoD) is inevitable and 
current trends substantiate the conjecture that an explosion of 
commercial drone usage will occur once governmental roadblocks 
are removed due to high demand. Governance of the IoD, an 
emerging technology, requires a sound understanding of its 
implications on a variety of actors. Regulators 
must understand the benefits and shortcomings of 
the technology in order to come to a consensus
on the best mode of governance to achieve 
super-optimum solutions that benefit all 
parties. Ethics, especially those related to 
trust, is an essential consideration in governing 
the IoD, which requires the use and transmission 
of massive amounts of personal data. 

METHODOLOGY
This paper will perform a case 
study on Amazon Web Service’s 
Prime Air drone delivery 
service. The Prime Air IoD 
will be analyzed through the 
lens of multi-stakeholder 
platforms (MSPs) to identify 
potential blind spots in 
governance. Here, blind spots 
are defined as negative 
externalities and violations 
of American civil liberties, 
especially privacy and trust.

LITERATURE REVIEW
OUTCOMES

q Analyze current US policy 
towards IoD

q Understand Prime Air’s 
proposed IoD and its  
benefits and shortcomings

q Articulate potential blind 
spots in digital era 
governance tied to negative 
externalities and violations 
of American civil liberties 
from Prime Air IoD

q Present a suite of policy 
proposals to mitigate blind 
spots

REQUEST FOR FEEDBACK
q Improvements in Methodology
q Potential Policy Cases and 

Proposals to Review
q Digital Era Governance 

Policy Making Techniques
q Direction, Meetings, and 

Contact with Experts in this 
Field

THEORETICAL LENS
q Mediatization Theory

q Polycentric Systems of 
Governance

q Equilibrium-Summary-
Representation View of 
Institutions (Aoki)

q Multi-Stakeholder Platforms

q Data Regulation Theory 
(Karpf) 
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